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. i

^
a little pamphlet embodying a talk before

>evelt bases fenow members of a Free Thought Club, I fee
torn" in the PelJed to protest against the manner and pui

of their injection into a court of justice in
Y trancnises paragement of testimony given therein,

ity had the The cr5" ot blasphemy is a very ancient
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' ^ "
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1 to turtner trial and crucifixion. DANIEL T. AMI
I ii

,no.,
Astor House, New York, Dec. 28.
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It can be changed instantly and forever for <
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and 1 will give you rest.".Matthews, xi., 28.
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love of Christ. WM. F. DAV
New York, Dec. 27.
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Alan Dale Admires the UnctuousArt of the German

^ IS /-> iComedian.
re-

foi» By Alan Dale.
DON'T worry about your German. It doesn't

matter in the least. Go to the Irving Place
Theatre and see a wonderful face.a loose,

tor- Putt3""'ike! mobile countenance that responds to its
owner's slightest behests. Go and watch a face

j ^ that can tell you everything you want to know by
its mere expression.a face that has all sorts of

.op. mouth, every kind of eye. every description of nose
.in season and out of it.and all the variations of
lip. This peculiar face that Felix Sehweighofer
calls his own he can squeeze into every imaginable
shape, just as those rubber face vendors in lower
Broadway distort the caoutchouc counterfeits that

TOl arC iutGuded t0 amuse children. Don't worry about
your .erman. Mere words are not necessary to

0Jy this actor. They are even superfluous. The blue"chinned declaimer might recite to you for an hour
i and a half without telling you what this rubberfacedSehweighofer can impart to you without

uttering a wdrd.
flllI saw him in "Ein Blitzmadel," a worthless

the musical comedy" by Costa and Mlllocker, and althoughthe English language is good enough for
pcrp me at all times, and I go but superficially into
^ others, the evening flew, and I realized that 1 was

live W(^ching an actor who knew it all, and whose
reputation in Germany and Austria appears to be
built upon the very solidest sort of rock. Schweigheferis anything but a poseur. He has been
through the mill, and has worked hie way up from
the lowest ranks. He must be pretty close upon

'0111 sixt5, evith his face he could look nineteen or a

hundred with equal success), but he is an ardent

ial worker> to whom every detail is worth while.
' Such a jolly old boy! Here is an indefatigable

person, whom you simply couldn't Imagine travellingin state in a private car, or breaking down
t it from "nervous exhaustion" because a steam pipe

said "Boo." Nerves! Not on your life. Herr

j-)0 Schweigliofer is the personification of health, good
humor, conscientious endeavor and a method thai

ltlll must be contagious to his associates.
In the first act of "Ein Blitzmadel" you saw

011 him without character make-up.a flabby, jovial,
rollicking sort of a dog.never quiet, at the wings
rather than In the centre of the stage, chattering,
laugmng, singing (or doing rne nest lie couia 111

mg that direction) and infusing jollity Into a rather
joyless and dismal play. In the next act as a

rial senile French abbe, almost crumbling away with
age, you began to marvel. This might be likened

Dtlt to Irving's antiquity in "Waterloo." It was just
as clever, and a trifle more marvellous, because
Schweighofer got even further away from himself
than Irving does as Corporal Gregory Brewster.

MRS. JOHN DRC)
the
BBC T% TRS- as Mrs- is called by

l^'l her intimates and the Philadelphia people,
lms decided to have a double cotillon on

the 8th. There are to be many novelties
introduced, but perhaps, for the moment, the most

1088 stnrt]ing one is her asking her secretary to lead
i . the dance.

^ g0 far< Mrs. Drexel's secretary has been useful in
many ways. He writes her letters, he sends out
her invitations, revises her dancing list and her
visltinw list nrrsincM her dinners, and makes him-

| . , o__

T-' self generally agreeable. Mrs. Drexel was the
. first woman to introduce the custom of taking a

-Hdl young man from the Four Hundred, or Elect, or

whatever you might call it, and having him serveinthat capacity. Miss Maria de Baril seemed to
. . usurp any position of that kind previously. She

C'lcli has occupied the post as confidential amenueusis
to the Vanderbilts and Miss De Forest.

0116 Willie Hude Neilson is the name of Mrs. Drexel's
secretary. He is a first cousin of Mrs. Fred

>WD. Neilson and also of Jimmie Hude Beekman. It
was through him that Mrs. Drexel gained her
first Newport recognition. If there are any other
young Knickerbockers unemployed they should step
up. There is a story that the Goulds are looking
around for a social mentor of this kind, and the
men at the Knickerbocker Club are in an absolute
flurry. This is worth more than watching the
ticker and playing poker.

.1 for Can it be? What a story of strife among such

epro- good little boys. I hear that Harry Lehr and
from Stevens Ulinan actually have had a quarrel, and

my that it nearly came to blows. It was in the Wal1im- dorf, and the Elisha Dyers, who have taken sides

pose with Ulman, are all real mad, and Mrs. Dyer and
dls- Mrs. Btuyvesant Fish have had a little falling out

over the subject. Harry Lehr and Stevens Ulman
and often meet in the Waldorf cafe,
who Now, Uluian is a very good fellow, a little too

arf)s much given to shaking hands effusively with peothrif-pie and trying to boom himself in society. He has

yen- always been accused of having groat social amtjts l)itious, and perhaps he has gained that reputation
line because he has always been seen in the company

*ress of social '"boomers." He was taken in hand by
dom tt)e Burnetts, who have helped many a good soul

aider u'onK- an(l be passed through the Howard-ConEthis stable-I'ierson novitiate long ago. lie began to

gg have as many bowing acquaintances as Pierre
Fenelon Collier and Willie Stokes.

for Then the Dyers took him up, and Klisha became
associated in business with him. There was one

rgb" historic Summer at Newport, and ever since where
:aith you see Ulman you generally see Dyer, and vice
e or versa. But the real ambition of Ulman was still

that uuaccomP"shed. At least, so his friends say. It
was to meet Aunt Linn, the great and only Mrs.

good ^S(0r#
0 do Lebr booms a brand of champagne and sits
on a around the Astoria cafe. He and Mrs. Dyer are

j_ both from Baltimore, and he has known the Dyers
for years. Itumor has it that Ulman drank Lelir's

1 champagne assiduously and the Dyers did all they
Y for could, but suddenly Harry grew cold. No 0110

Was knows why, because Uluian is a splendid fellow,
1 de- sa* *'1''ent's al'd those who know him, and

would make an excellent acquisition to the stellar
^e" attractions of the Elect. Then Mrs. Dyer tried to

aid Ulman in h!3 ambition, and Mrs. Fish was

Itrougni llllO iue anuir, nxiu tueic « uo a.

muss up. Mrs. Astor to-day is still not on bowing
terms with Stevens Vlman, and you will not see

him in the Astor box this Winter. The only new
:mas- recruit taken in there in two years was MeDougall
ough Hawkes. Harry antf Stevens do not speak as they
per" pass by, and tbex-e is a (leclded coolness between

the house of Fish and the house of Dyer. Ulinan
is now drinking another brand of champagne.
What! I say, What! I say it merely as an ex

clatnation, by the way. What is iny astonishment
to learn that Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish contemplates a

;rcry saion. Yes, that is the news. Otherwise, how can
God any living being explain the advertisement that

"'ome Mrs. Fish is to give a series of entertainments
aden, at xvhich musie will appear as one theme, theatricalsas another, and vaudeville as the third? Pertfor sonally, this is to me one of the mysteries.
? for This is not the first time I have "heard that

Mrs. Fish is in mind to form a salon. Fact is, her
IS. friends have threatened time and again that the

De Stael symposiums of history would soon he
outdone. Perhaps, then, this is the actuality. Ere
long.if it be true.we will be having Mrs. Fish

0n a presiding over a concrete, absolute apotheosis of
what's what, and receiving adulation to the slow

laud music of string instruments, attuned to a minor
key.

I am waiting with a great deal of interest to
learn what the Gordon Abbotts intend doing with

aull- . h fhc> m T^fFornrtn rW.liHwn hmicu.

in the Back Bay district of Boston. I say Back
nie?" Bay because everything in the Hub seems to be

that, although the house Vo. 49'
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FELIX SCHWEIGHOFER. in*"
He was simply the funniest old abbe you could pear
possibly see, and In every gesture, every word, the
idea of age was presented graphically. It was ( ori

nearly impossible to realize that this was the. <lilsl
loose-faced, modern-looking actor whom you H'°
labelled Schwejghofer in the first act. Any actor Kufc'
can "make-up" old. There is nothing whatsoever P0U(
in it. although we sometimes rave about the art of MJin

pencil and grease paint. As the abbe, Scliweig- (I0Lli

hofer was absolutely and utterly decrepit. There son'

were wrinkles not only in bis face, but in his man- *eei'

ner. His actions were as shrivelled as his back. 'le

There was nothing about him that betrayed any ^ch

resemblance to his natural self. tanc

Then you kw him as a Spanish ballet master, in Fc
plush knickerbockers and with the servile suavity sixt
that belongs to the brand. Another change of face very
and manner; another jugglery with years; another The
physical and mental contortion. After watching ply
him you come to the conclusion that acting is not sisti
an over-rated institution.an- idea that occasionally fort,
seizes you when you watch the drawing-room ex- cept
ponent lolling all over the stage tfnd apparently situ
caring little whether you either hear or under- the
stand him. enc(

This German actor is decidedly worth seeing. I for
know it is the correct thing to perpetually laud the he i

German playhouse to the belittlement of the non- trib
German resort, but I don't indulge in those little tou<
tactics. I am aware that it is good policy to of s

preach 'about the thoroughness of production in of r

Irving place, and teach lessons to people who don't you
want to learn them. But that is' for me to do very spot
seldom. I rarely go to Irving place and- wont ho unsi

such a hypocrite as to pretend that I should like fires
to go oftener. I have seen some excellent work funi
done by Mr. Conried's people, and Conried himself lanj
is a man whom it is impossible not to admire. nee<

But this Schweigliofer I certainly did appreciate, gcvv
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Mrs. Stuyvesi
Commonwealth avenue. As I have indicated, the Eas
Abbotts have bought the Coolidge" house, and are thro
preparing a diversity of entertainments to indi- 19 t
cate that it is really their possession. As I have M
heard, the penetralia of Hub iminaculutes are Mat
waiting with baited breaths to find out the nature stre
of these entertainments, and X fancy much of their Sati
success will be incumbent upon their quality and o'ct
exciusiveness. M

CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER. Eas

' Notes of Society. rn

Mrs. Theodore Ilavemeyer, who was to have nex

sailed for Europe last week, has changed her .plans ^a(

and will probably spend the Winter in this coun- T1
try. . yea
Miss Augusta McKim Davies, daughter of Mr. cial

and Mrs. William Gilbert f)avies, of No. 22 East froi
Forty-fifth street, will be married on April 25 to the
Mr. Ijouis Ogden. The wedding will take place in T1
St. Bartholomew's Church. dam

The Knickerbocker Bowling Club will hold its T
first meeting this season on Wednesday, March 7, Bac
at the Tennis Building, No. 212 West Forty-first M
street. The Officers of the club are:. President, onfl
Mr. J. Hooker Hamersley; vice-president, Mr. M

Matthew A. Wilks; secretary, Mr. Cortlandt S. dan
Van Rensselaer, and treasurer, Mr. Walter Itut.her- eve)

furd. The patronesses Are Mrs. Clement C. Moore, Pot
Mrs. Philip thlnelander, Mrs. Philip ,T. Sands, one

Mrs. Henry I. Barbey, Mrs. Byam K. Stevens, boll
Mrs. Freder' k Sheldon. Mrs. Frederick .1. De l'ey- the
ster, Mrs. George L. Kingsland and Mrs. Preseott wor

Hall peeler.
A W^-Vr Year's Kve party will- attract many of

the ;ashionable set to Castle Point, Hoboken, the M
h< e of the Stevens family. secc

ue third Junior Coti,llQn at Delmonieo's will be .in 1
i of to-morrow's social events. wbr
Mrs. Samuel de la Plaiue S. Ellis, Jr., No. 19 rem

BVEL
) MOBILITY.
Has a Wonderfully Elastic
Face and Is Always IrresistiblyFunny.

body who loves {food acting and who wants to
the art in its perfection will be interested
lis visitor, who, as a matter of fact, cares litirhetherwe like him or. whether we don't.
"Kin Blitzmadel" Schweigliofer has very few
ssories to rely upon. There is no call for
h scenery or for very many people. It is all
tepid and prosaic and old-tasnioned ana lacKiuglamour. Anna Leonardi sings in a doleful
that almost gives one the blues, and the

rs, wiiii the sole exception of Georg Basel!,
gave us a capital idea of that rather worn-out
aider, the well-dressed nincompoop, illumined
ing at all, and merely "supported" Herr
veighofer in a painstaking sort of way.
should like to see Schweighofer as Gaspard
Les Cloches de Corneville," a part which it ap

slie has often played, but I am afraid that
desire will not be gratified, as "Les Cloches de
leville" needs a few other things, and one

nird wouldn't make it a success by any means,
re is nobody exactly like Schweighofer on the
lish speaking stage. We have sombre exmtsof character parts like Irving and like
sfleld.who made his Cyrano a joyless, sarcsort of creature. That ambitious young perLouisMann, in "The Girl in the Barracks,"
nod by his make-up and his acting as though
could one of these days take a leaf from
Lveigbofer's book. That day may be some diseaway, but that doesn't matter very much,

w comedians when they reach the ripe age of
v seem to think that their avocation is worth
much. Their thoughts turn to emotionalism,

y long to make you weep, while you are simpiningfor a good, hearty, health-giving, irrebielaugh. A comedian who is successful at
y is generally ten years later begging you to acliimin a ridiculous tissue of "self-sacrificing"
ations, or asking you to weep at his ruin, as

curtain falls. "Tlie sympathy of the audiiswhat he craves. He is no longer thankful
your huughter. The heaven-sent mirth which
ivas fortpuate to produce he looks upon as the
utes of the clown.and a clown in his eyes
lies the lowest rung of degradation. A man

sixty who can win your laughing approval is
noi'e use in this world than one who can thrill
and make you weep. Tears are nice and
bing in their way. but they will come to us

ought, and we needn't wander from our own

sides to find them. In fine, Schweighofer is a

ay person, who appeals to yon in the universal
juage, and for whose comprehension you
in't worry about "der, die, das" or "geweseu,
orden sein."
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ant Fish.
t Fifty-seventh street, lias sent out cards for
e afternoon receptions on Fridays, January 12,
md 20.
rs. Henry Sidenberg, Miss Sidenberg and Miss
lelehie Sideuberg, No. 14 West Fifty-first
et, issued invitations for tliree at homes on

urdays, January 13, 20 and 27, from 4 until 7
ock.
rs. Kate M. Simon and Miss Simon, No. 52
t Fifty-fifth street, will receive on Tuesdays In

uar.v. from 4 until 7 o'clock.
Lie Thursday Evening Flub will be entertained
t Thursday by Mrs. Henry Draper, No. 271
lison avenue. v

le Sunday "diners Ue luxe" at Sherry's this
r are really all that their name implies, espeiysince the arrival of the new string otehestra
u the Hotel Savoy, London. Every member of
orchestra is an artist.
io second meeting this season of Mrs. Church's
cing class will be held at Sherry'^ to-nighthedancing class arranged by Mrs. Dallas
he Pratt will meet at Sherry's this evening,
rs. O'Connor's dancing class will hold its secmeetingat Delmonico's this evening,
any well-known New Yorkers attended the
ee given by Mrs. Potter Palmer in Chicago last
uing. It was a floral cotillon for her sons.
ter Palmer, .Jr., and Honore Painter.and was

of the most elaborate entertainments of the
day season. One hundred and seventy-flva of
vonn.cr Kpt nftomlorl if Snmo of tbo wnvion

e gowns representing flowers or garlanded >th
isoins. Many appeared witli powdered tlr.
wers were used as favors in the cotillon,
rs. J. Henry Alexandre, of No. 10 West Thir
>nd street, gave a Christmas da ice last evenlx.
lonor of lier son, Mr. J. Henry Alexandre, Jr.,
i led the cotillon with his cousin, Miss Lau
ee.


